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SPOTTED  (TICK)  FEVER. 

Again  we  urge  the  physicians  of  the  State  to  be  on  the 
lookout  for  spotted  (tick)  fever. 

Up  to  May  first  there  have  been  reported  six  cases  of  this 
disease,  three  in  the  Bitter  Root  Valley,  one  in  Yellowstone 
County,  near  Laurel,  one  in  Musselshell  County,  near  Mussel- 
shell, and  one  in  Phillips  County,  near  Saco. 

We  ask  the  physicians  to  report  their  cases  by  wire,  fol- 
lowing this  by  a  more  detailed  report.  Dr.  Fricks  of  the 
United  States  Public  Health  Service  has  consented  to  render 
any  aid  possible  to  the  physicians  in  cases  of  a  doubtful  diag- 
nosis. 

HEALTH  OFFICERS'  MEETING. 

We  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Health  Officers  to  the 
meeting  which  is  to  be  held  in  Miles  City  on  July  the  10th 
and  11th,  the  two  days  preceding  the  meeting  of  the  Montana 
Medical  Association,  which  is  to  be  held  in  the  same  city  on 
July  the  12th  and  13th. 

Indications  point  to  an  especially  good  meeting.  An  ef- 
fort is  being  made  to  have  Dr.  Victor  Vaughn,  President  of 
the  State  Board  of  Health  of  Michigan,  address  the  Health 
Officers. 

Health  officers  wishing  to  read  papers  at  this  meeting  will 
please  send  in  the  title  of  their  papers  to  the  Secretary  as 
soon  as  possible. 

We  apologize  to  the  Medical  Profession  of  Montana  for  the 
cut  which  appeared  in  our  Special  Bulletin  No.  5,  entitled, 
"We  Must  Fight— TOGETHER."  We  do  not  believe  that  the 
physician  in  this  cut  is  a  good  composite  picture  of  the  Med- 
ical Profession  in  Montana. 

WHOOPING  COUGH. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  held  April  the 
6th,  1916,  regulation  No.  28,  relative  to  the  quarantine  of 
whooping  cough,  was  revised  to  read  as  follows : 

**When  a  case  of  whooping  cough  is  reported  to 
the  Local  or  County  Health  Officer,  he  must  placard 
the  house  in  which  such  case  occurs  with  a  card 
bearing  the  words,  'Whooping  Cough  Here'  in  letters 


not  less  than  six  inches  high,  and  he  must  notify 
occupants  of  such  house  that  no  person  suffering 
from  whooping  cough  shall  be  allowed  to  attend 
school,  church  or  other  public  gatherings,  for  a  pe- 
riod of  at  least  thirty  days  from  the  beginning  of 
the  disease,  or  as  much  longer  period  as  may  be 
deemed  necessary  by  the  Local  or  County  Health 
Officer,  nor  shall  such  a  person  be  allowed  to  enter 
a  railway  car  or  other  public  conveyance  until  such 
time  as  the  Local,  County  or  State  Health  Officer 
shall  determine  that  the  case  is  no  longer  capable  of 
transmitting  the  disease." 

COMMUNICABLE  DISEASES  REPORTED  TO  THE  STATE 
BOARD  OF  HEALTH  FOR  THE  MONTH  OF 
MARCH,  1916. 

Smallpox — Great  Falls,  1;  Custer,  4;  Fergus,  2;  Gallatin 
(Excl.  of  Bozeman),  3;  Hill,  3;  Meagher,  3;  Silver  Bow  (E'xcl. 
of  Butte),  4;  Butte,  6;  Valley,  3;  Yellowstone  (Excl.  of  Bill- 
ings), 1.    Total,  30.    Total  last  month,  36. 

Diphtheria — Cascade  (Excl.  of  Great  Falls),  1;  Dawson,  2; 
Anaconda,  2;  Flathead  (Excl.  of  KaHspell),  2;  Madison,  1; 
Missoula  City,  1 ;  Musselshell,  1 ;  Butte,  5 ;  Stillwater,  1.  To- 
tal, 16.    Total  last  month,  4. 

Scarlet  Fever — Beaverhead,  1 ;  Blaine,  2 ;  Great  Falls,  2 ; 
Fergus,  2 ;  Flathead  (Excl.  of  Kalispell) ,  4 ;  Jefferson,  1 ;  Hel- 
ena, 1 ;  Meagher,  1 ;  Missoula  City,  1 ;  Musselshell,  2 ;  Rich- 
land, 2 ;  Sanders,  1 ;  Butte,  1 ;  Yellowstone  (Excl.  of  Billings) , 
8;  Billings,  1.    Total,  30.    Total  last  month.  49. 

Tyhpoid  Fever — Blaine,  3;  Great  Falls,  3;  Chouteau,  4; 
Dawson,  2;  Anaconda,  1;  Flathead  (Excl.  of  Kalispell),  1; 
Helena,  1;  Yellowstone  (Excl.  of  Billings),  3.  Total,  18.  To- 
tal last  month,  43. 

Measles— Cascade  (Excl.  of  Gt.  Falls) ,  1 ;  Gt.  Falls3 ;  Chou- 
teau, 4;  Custer,  115;  Fallon,  1 ;  Dawson,  1;  Fergus,  12;  Flat- 
head (Excl.  of  Kalispell) ,  12 ;  Bozeman,  1 ;  Hill,  5 ;  Jefferson,  1 ; 
Madison,  1 ;  Meagher,  28 ;  Musselshell,  1 ;  Sheridan,  5 ;  Silver 
Bow  (Excl.  of  Butte),  65;  Butte,  401;  Stillwater,  2;  Valley, 
4;  Yellowstone  (Excl.  of  BilKngs),  31;  Billings,  79.  Total, 
773.    Total  last  month,  242. 

Cerebo  Spinal  Meningitis — Sweet  Grass,  1.    Total,  1.  To- 


tal  last  month,  1. 

Spotted  (Tick)  Fever — Missoula  Co.,  1 ;  Musselshell,  1 ;  Ra- 
valli, 1.    Total,  3.    Total  last  month,  0. 

Tuberculosis — Great  Falls,  3;  Custer,  2;  Dawson,  1;  Mis- 
soula City,  1 ;  Park  (Excl.  of  Livingston)  1 ;  Rosebud,  1 ;  San- 
ders, 3 ;  Sweet  Grass,  1.    Total,  13.    Total  last  month,  27. 

Whooping  Cough — Helena,  3;  Meagher,  2;  Livingston,  2; 
Butte,  12;  Stillwater,  7;  Yellowstone  (Excl.  of  Billings),  1; 
BilMngs,  3.    Total,  30.    Total  last  month,  17. 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis — No  cases  reported.  Last  month, 
none. 

Trachoma — No  cases  reported.    Last  month  none. 

Chickenpox — Flathead  (Excl.  of  Kalispell),  1;  Jefferson,  2; 
Helena,  1 ;  Silver  Bow  (Excl.  of  Butte) ,  2 ;  Teton,  3 ;  Wibaux, 
1;  Yellowstone  (Excl.  of  Billings),  1.  Total  11.  Total  last 
month,  0. 


DEATHS   (EXCL.  OF  STILLBIRTHS)   REPORTED  TO  THE  STATE  BOARD 
OF    HEALTH    FOR   THE    MONTH    OF    MARCH,    1916,  ARRANGED 
ACCORDING  TO   COUNTIES  AND   PRINCIPAL  CITIES. 
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Monthly  Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population 
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BIRTHS   (EXCL.  OF  STILLBIRTHS)   REPORTED  TO  THE  STATE  BOARD 
OF    HEALTH    FOR   THE    MONTH    OF    MARCH,    1916,   AND  COM- 
PARATIVE BIRTH  AND  DEATH   RECORD  IN  THE  STATE. 
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MONTANA  STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH, 
Food  and  Water  Laboratory. 
Office  of  the  Chemist. 

Summary  of  samples  analyzed. 


Not 

Passed 

Passed 

Total 

VV  dl/Cl    --   

Milk    

15 

4 

19 

Butter   

1 

1 

Cod  Fish  

1 

Salmon   

1 

Bread   -—   

1 

1 

Molasses  —    

1 

1 
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1 
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Meat  Pickle   

1 
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Tr.  Iodine   
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Fowler's  Solution    
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Sweet  Oil     

1 

1 

Patent  Medicine    - 

1 

1 

Total    

53 

30 

1 

116 

Thirty-one  samples  of  water  were  sent  to  this  laboratory 
for  chemical  and  bacteriological  analysis.  These  samples 
were  analyzed  in  the  chemical  and  bacteriological  laboratories 
respectively.  The  samples  were  collected  from  the  following 
places :  Alberton,  Bozeman,  Big  Timber,  Bonner,  Butte,  Deer 
Lodge,  Harlowton,  Highwood,  Manhattan,  Missoula,  Roundup, 
and  Three  Forks. 

Eighty-five  miscellaneous  food  and  drug  samples  were  an- 
alyzed in  accordance  with  the  tabulation  above.  Of  this  num- 
ber fifty-three  were  passed  and  thirty  not  passed. 


WATER    COMPANY    REQUIRED    TO    SUPPLY  PURE 

WATER. 

A  Water  Company  Restrained  by  the  Courts  from  Collecting 
Water  Rates  for  a  Period  During  Which  the 
Water  Was  Unwholesome. 

The  Pennsylvania  Supreme  Court  has  decided  that  under 
the  laws  of  Pennsylvania  users  of  water  cannot  be  required 
to  pay  for  water  furnished  for  domestic  use  which  is  impure 
and  unwholesome.  The  court  quoted  the  following  from  a 
former  opinion: 

It  is  inequitable  that  a  corporation  chartered 
to  serve  a  "'public  use"  and  actually  undertaking  - 
to  serve  the  public  with  one  of  the  necessities  of  hfe 
should  be  allowed  to  collect  the  price  of  a  supply  of 
good  water  from  those  to  whom  it  delivers  an  article 
that  cannot  be  used.  *  *  *  rpj^g  remedy  is  to 
order  the  company  to  render  better  service,  and  to 
suspend  its  rights  to  collect  rents  until  water  is  fur- 
nished that  can  be  used  with  reasonable  safety  to  its 
customers. 


Public  Health  Reports,  March  31,  1916. 


